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Close-up of students’ artwork at the 2017 
Think! Contemporary exhibition.
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The Singapore Art Museum focuses on 
international contemporary art practices, 
specialising in Singapore and Southeast 
Asia. Housed in a restored 19th century 
mission school, it opened its doors in 
1996 as the first art museum in Singapore.

Also known as SAM, the museum is now a 
contemporary art museum with one of the 
world’s most important public collections 
of Southeast Asian contemporary 
artworks, with a growing component  
in international contemporary art.

ABOUT SAM

Gerald Leow’s Harvest, a commissioned artwork for the SAM Front Lawn, as part of Singapore Art Week 2018.
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FY2017/18 kicked off with Minister for Culture, 
Community and Youth Grace Fu’s announcement 
of a major revamp of the Singapore Art Museum 
buildings, to address the growing needs of 
contemporary art in Singapore. 

In the midst of preparing for the revamp, the 
SAM team focused on key projects and core 
programming, maintaining healthy visitorship  
and outreach level.

SAM REVAMP



EXHIBITIONS
SAM presented major exhibitions and artwork 

commissions in FY2017/18, featuring art from Singapore, 
Southeast Asia and beyond.

Floating Mountain (2013, 2017) by Unchalee Anantawat. 
An immersive artwork installation at SAM’s Imaginarium: 

To the Ends of the Earth, 2017.
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The 2017 edition of Imaginarium, SAM’s family-friendly 
exhibition, took a closer look at our relationships with the 
environments we reside in through interactive artworks. 

One of the commissioned artworks, ‘Lie of the Land’ by 
Laotian artist, Bounpaul Phothyzan, will feature in APT9  
(Asia Pacific Triennale) in Queensland, Australia, in  
November 2018.

A young visitor at Lie of The Land (2017), by Bounpaul Phothyzan.
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SAM presented Cinerama: Art and the Moving 

Image in Southeast Asia – an exhibition that 
surveyed contemporary artworks from Southeast 
Asia which utilise and respond to the form and 
medium of the moving image.

Spanning hand-drawn animation to immersive 
video installations, Cinerama featured artworks 
from the SAM collection, loaned artworks and 
new commissions.

Visitors at Korakrit Arunanondchai and Alex Gvojic’s There’s a word I’m trying to 
remember, for a feeling I’m about to have (a distracted path towards extinction), 
an immersive mixed-media installation at the Cinerama exhibition.
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In reaching audiences abroad and 
promoting SAM’s curatorial endeavours 
further afield, SAM travelled a selection 
of works from the After Utopia 
exhibition – first presented in SAM 
in 2015 – to the Anne and Gordan 
Samstag Museum of Art in Adelaide, 
Australia for the 2017 OzAsia Festival.

 Kamin Lertchaiprasert, Sitting (detail), 2004
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As part of Singapore Art Week 2018, SAM 
commissioned Singaporean artist Gerald Leow’s 
installation Harvest (2018) for the SAM Front 
Lawn. The monumental structure echoes a 
lumbung (Malay for rice granary or barn) and 
harks to the history of Bras Basah – the area 
in which the museum is located. Constructed 
out of material used for crates that freight 
artworks, the lumbung’s material also reflects 
the building’s history as an art museum.

HARVEST
SAM LAWN COMMISSION 

(2018) BY GERALD LEOW

Gerald Leow, Harvest, 2018
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Tracing the early contemporary art landscape in 
Singapore, SAM presented a curated selection of 
materials from artist-archivist Koh Nguang How’s 
extensive archive at the refurbished SAM Curve. 

On The Cusp: Early Contemporary Art 
Activities in Singapore (1976 – 1996) was  
on view at the SAM Curve in early 2018.

Archival material from the Koh Nguang How Archive Collection.
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SAM also commissioned the Human Archive 

Project – a project by artist Nicola Anthony 
which comprised stories by individuals from 
disenfranchised communities, reinforcing art’s 
potential to encourage and nurture social  
and cultural understanding.

Installation view of Nicola Anthony’s Clockwork Moons (2017), 
as part of the Human Archive Project.



SAM’s programmes serve to inspire and 
connect visitors of all backgrounds with 

the world of contemporary art.

OUTREACH

Wanderland (2018) by Mary Bernadette Lee, an immersive and 
interactive installation at Tampines Regional Library. It was first 

presented at the 2016 edition of Imaginarium at SAM.
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From toddler art workshops to artist talks, 
SAM’s public outreach efforts serve to deepen 
their engagement with contemporary art and 
the ideas explored in the exhibitions. 

An artist- and curator-led tour of Cinerama: Art and the Moving Image of Southeast Asia

SAM Late Nights brought in new audiences with free entry to 
the museum, casual artwork chats, and live music performances.

Free movie screenings at the museum, as part 
of Singapore Art Week 2018.

A child interacting with  
The Standing Men, by ADDN, 
shown at SAM during Singapore 
Night Festival 2017.

Young visitors sharing their art and craft 
masterpieces at one of SAM’s many open 
houses throughout the year.
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Extending beyond SAM’s grounds, the museum partnered the 
National Library Board to present Wanderland by Singaporean 
artist Mary Bernadette Lee  – a work commissioned for the 2017 
edition of Imaginarium. An interactive installation presented 
alongside various programmes at the library, this is the the first 
of a series of projects in community spaces that will take place 
during the SAM revamp.

Mary Bernadette Lee’s Wanderland (2018), re-presented at Jurong Regional Library (top) and Tampines Regional Library (bottom).



COMMUNITY
Beyond presenting and mediating artistic expression, 

the museum continued its efforts in engaging with 
communities and social organisations.

Close-up of a student’s artwork at the  
Think! Contemporary exhibition in 2017.
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Singapore Art Museum’s Think! Contemporary 

Programme – a year-long programme for primary 
school students that features cross-subject learning 
through artworks from the SAM collection – 
culminated in a well-received exhibition of the 
students’ creative responses and artworks.  

Art-based talks at schools, school workshops and 
access programmes also took place throughout 
the year, and special programmes were developed  
in collaboration with Ministry of Education, 
Singapore Teachers Academy for the Arts, National 
Institute of Education and the Early Childhood 
Development Agency. 

Students from the CHIJ Our Lady Queen of Peace, introducing their artwork at the Think! Contemporary exhibition.
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SAM partnered the Singapore Prison Service to 
facilitate artistic development amongst inmates of 
Changi Prison, encouraging the expression of their 
rehabilitative journeys The months-long programme 
culminated in the Yellow Ribbon Community Art 
Exhibition, at which artist-mentors to the inmates, 
Nicola Anthony, Kim Whye Kee and Barry Yeow, also 
presented a commissioned artwork. 

Titled ‘The Flow of Time’, it was an installation that 
reflected on the value of each object and person, 
and how mistakes provide the material for building 
upon and moving forward into the future.

Artworks by inmates, shown at the 10th edition of the Yellow Ribbon Community Art Exhibition at SAM.



ACQUISITIONS
New acquisitions for the SAM collection shed light on current 
artistic production and the wider social context of the region.

Martha Atienza, Endless Hours at Sea, 2014, 2016. Installation view 
at the Singapore Biennale 2016: An Atlas of Mirrors, organised by 

the Singapore Art Museum.
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THE SAM 
COLLECTION
The Singapore Art Museum collection 
comprises iconic works of contemporary 
Southeast Asian art, while also 
encompassing the wider Asian region to 
provide a broader cultural context for the 
core collection.

In FY2017/18, SAM acquired over 70 artworks, 
which span a broad spectrum of media and 
sensibilities, ranging from installation to video, 
photography, painting and sculpture.

Some of the new acquisitions include:

Thai artist Araya Rasdjarmrearnsook’s Jaonua: The Nothingness (2016),  
a five-channel video installation commissioned for the Singapore Biennale 2016: 

An Atlas of Mirrors, brings together the range of thematic interests the artist 
has engaged with across the course of her career.
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Singaporean artist Ho Tzu EARTH 
(2009 – 2017), a work that was 
presented at various exhibitions and 
biennales around the world.

Vietnamese-American art collective  
The Propeller Group’s AK-47 vs. 

M16 (2015), which was first shown 
at the Venice Biennale in 2015, and 
more recently at SAM’s Cinerama 

exhibition in 2017.

Indonesian artist Iswanto Hartono’s 
Monuments (2017), presented 
at EUROPALIA INDONESIA, a 
multidisciplinary festival that took 
place in Belgium and the Netherlands 
in 2017. 

Comprising wax statues that were set 
alight over an 8-week period, the site-
specific installation was a powerful 
reflection on Indonesia’s colonial past.

Ho Tzu Nyen, EARTH (stills), 2009-2017. Image courtesy of the artist.

The Propeller Group, AK-47 vs. M16, 2015. Installation view at 
Singapore Art Museum’s 2017 exhibition, Cinerama: Art and the 
Moving Image in Southeast Asia.

Iswanto Hartono, Monuments, 2017. Installation view at Oude Kerk, as 
part of EUROPALIA INDONESIA in 2017. Image courtesy of Oude Kerk.
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PUBLICATIONS
At the heart of a museum of contemporary art is its study of art 
that, beyond presentation and programme, is manifested in the 
form of the publication. 

T.K. SABAPATHY

Selected Texts on Art & Art History in
Singapore, Malaysia & Southeast Asia

1973–2015

Writing the Modern: Selected Texts on Art & Art 
History in Singapore, Malaysia & Southeast Asia, 1973–2015

In 2018, SAM published an anthology of texts by esteemed art 
critic, curator and scholar of art developments and art history, 
T. K. Sabapathy.

Bringing together Sabapathy’s most significant and influential 
writings for the first time, the anthology will serve as maps for 
an exploration of visual art development and art histories in  
the region.

Singapore Art Museum  
also published two  
exhibition catalogues: 

Medium at Large: 
Shapeshifting Material  
& Methods in 
Contemporary Art

and 

After Utopia: 
Revisiting the Ideal in  
Asian Contemporary Art.
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